Serving Broward County, Florida E-Mail & $10K Bond For Broward 98328 Y
Press Release . SoSs_ 3
INTERNET Man Charged With Arson _s=5%%2
ADFDLRSESSES Bond was set at $10-thousand for themanac-| 0 3T _ O _ 93
news@FLSentry.com cused of intentionally setting afire at hisBroward | U E©®& c 3 €,
advertise@FLSentry.com | | guplex. CRERAN c2cC
Michael Grider appeared in bond courtinFort| © 2 o % o o
Lauderdale Sunday charged withfirst-degreearson. | /2 2 e 29
Grider was arrested after he allegedly started a| &+ 3 5 g2m
fire that destroyed half of his duplex in Wilton ﬁ a go-x M
Manors on Saturday. o5 PR O
Febru ary The owner of the duplex, Barclay Garnett, said 5 mg g. Zl—‘z
2012 Girder set the fire after he served him an eviction I Koo
notice. o rS0®
Volume XVIII Number 5 www.flsentry.com “He just had a meltdown,” Garnett said. “He’s
very frustrated with the system; not being able to ————————
practicelaw. | think it just really took atoll onhim.” |~ S
Neighbors said Grider used to be a lawyer in  f E———————
Georgia, but the Georgiabar said heresigned. Inthe | ~ S —————
) meantime, Grider was said to be trying t0 pass the | © M——
P | . h f Florida bar exam, but things weren’t going well. ——————
Witnesses said they saw hisapartment onfireand —_—
OlICE S€earc or - then spotted himin hiskayak inthewater behind the %—
bank robber duplex. . N —
Police are searching for a man When neighbor Robert Jankowski asked him if | co
ho robbed 2 South Flg ida bank heknew hishousewasonfire, Grider replied“yeah.”
LY e 2ol Flellieilpe When the same neighbor asked him if he set it on | T — ——
The bank robbery occurred at the fire, Grider replied, “yeah.” ~
Iberia Bank near Northeast 10th The fire caused extensive damage to the side of |  ———
Street and North Federal Highway. the duplex Grider livesin. ——
The FBI released a p;ite% c_)fta No one was injured in the blaze, but aneighbor |  — '
Innfln) WHEEIAGE) ) CE0) @5 WY il rescued some dogs that were in danger.
the bank and demanded cash.

The man escaped with an undis-
closed amount of money.

If you have any information on
this robbery, call Broward County
Crime Stoppers at 954-493-TIPS.
Remember, you can always remain
anonymous, and you may beeligible
for areward.

Boy, 6, in critical
condition after

Pompano crash
Witnesses: speeding is a

Son bleached Pompano
mother's murder scene

Pompano man facing first-degree murder charges
in beating death of mother

A Pompano Beach man charged
with beating his mother to death tried
to clean the gruesome scene up with
bleach, according to the arrest report
read by ajudge Friday.

problem

A six-year-old boy was taken to
Broward General Medical Center
Sunday in critical condition after a
car and scooter accident in Pompano
Beach, Broward Sheriff's deputies
said.

The accident happened near 800
NW 5th Ave. at around 1:40 p.m.
Five people were taken to an area
hospital after two cars crashed, hit-
ting a child riding a scooter on the
sidewalk, BSO said.

Several witnesses said speeding
on the street has been a problem.

One dead, two
critical in
Pompano crash

Suspended driver faces
multiple charges
A Miami woman was killed and
two otherscritically injured follow-
ing an early morning crash onAtlan-
tic Boulevard in Pompano Beach.
At 12:35 a.m., Broward Sheriff’s
Officedeputiesand Pompano Beach

The Florida Highway Patrol says 10 people have died

in a series of early-morning crashes on a dark

A long line of cars and trucks collided one after another
early Sunday on a dark Florida highway so shrouded in
haze and smokethat driverswerevirtually blinded. At | east

10 people were killed.

Visibility was so poor that when rescuers first arrived,
they could only listen for screams and moans to locate
victims, police said. At least 18 people were hurt in the
crash that occurred around 4 a.m., Florida Highway Patrol

said.

Authorities were still trying to determine what caused
the pileup south of Gainesville on Interstate 75 and mile
marker 379, which had been closed for atimebecause of the

mixture of fog and heavy

road," he said.

Camps said he and his friend began talking to aman in
the car stopped next to them about the road conditions,
when another vehicle hit them man's car.

Camps said the man's vehi cle was crushed under asemi-
truck stopped in front of them. Camps said his car was hit
twice, but he and his friend were able to jump out. They
took cover in the grass on the shoulder of the road.

"You could hear cars hitting each other. People were
crying. People were screaming. It was crazy,” he said. "If
| could give you an idea of

smoke from a brush fire that
may have been intentionally
set. At least 12 cars and seven
tractor-trailers were involved,

Authorities were still trying to
determine what caused the pileup south
of Gainesville on Interstate 75 and mile

world."

highway that was shrouded in haze and smoke.

northbound lanes because of heavy smoke and fog.
"You couldn't see anything. People were pulling off the

what it looked like, 1 would
say it looked like the end of

Danny Martin, 30, is facing first-
degree murder charges in the beating
death of hismother, 48-year-old Heidi
Mittica.

He was ordered held without bond
in his first appearance in Broward
court Friday.

Mittica’s body was found Wednes-
day in the apartment she and Martin
sharedinthe 100 block of N. Pompano
Beach Boulevard after shedidn’t show
up for work.

Mittica was “unresponsive on the
floor, wrapped in a blanket, she had
blood and bruising to her face,” Bro-
ward Circuit Judge Jay Hurley said,
reading from the arrest report. “She
was pronounced dead by EMS on the
scene a short time later.”

Neighbors said they had heard a
commotion coming from the apart-
ment the night before, and witnesses
said they saw Martin coming and go-
ing, Hurley said.

Another neighbor who was walk-
ing their dog also noticed a bleach
smell coming from the apartment.

“It isalleged that you attempted to
clean up the crime scene where there
was blood with bleach on the couch,

Danny Martin

Police say Martin fled the scenein
Mittica’s BMW, and was later found
inthecar in BocaRaton. Insidethe car
were garbage bags consistent with the
crime scene cleanup, Hurley said.

Martin had cuts on his face and
hands as well as bruises on his hands
sustained during the beating of Mittica,
authorities said. Mittica had defen-
sivewounds on her body, Hurley said.

Hurley said the coroner determined
the cause of death to be blunt force
trauma.

Martinwasbeing held without bond

He said cars and trucks

on the floor,” Hurley said.

and said in court he had no attorney.

marker 379, which had been closed for a
time because of the mixture of fog and
reveal ed agruesomeaftermath,

! | heavy smoke.
with twisted, burned-out ve-
hicles scattered across the pavement and smoke still rising
above the wreckage. Cars appeared to have smashed into
thebigrigsand, in one case, amotor home. Some carswere
crushed beneath the heavier trucks.

Reporters who were allowed to view the site saw one
tractor-trailer that was burned down to its skeleton, charred
pages of books and magazines in its cargo area. Bodies
were dtill visible inside a burned-out Grand Prix. The

Fire Rescue were dispatched to the
800 block of West Atlantic Boule-
vard after an SUV T-boned apassen-
ger car. An eastbound 2007 Lexus
SUV, driven by Jason Morgan, 37,
of 3205 NE 8 Ct. #C2 Pompano
Beach struck the driver’s side of a
2000 HondaA ccord, drivenby Mary
Hart, 22, of Miami. Hart was exiting
the northbound off-ramp from I nter-
state 95 onto Atlantic Boulevard
when her car wasstruck by Morgan’s

and some burst into flame.
Photographs of the scene

were on fire and they could
hear explosionsasthevehicles
burned.

"It was happening on both
sides of the road, so there was nowhere to go. It blew my
mind," he said. "It was like awar zone. It literally looked
like someone was picking up cars and throwing them."

At least 18 people were treated at an area hospital.

Dr. Timothy Flynn, chief medical officer for Shands
Healthcare at the University of Florida, said three of thesix
patients being treated in the trauma center needed surgery.
Four patientsremain inthe hospital'semergency room, and

Human skull found by teens
In Hollywood lake Saturday

Officials have confirmed the skull
discovered by two teens is that of a
human.

Hollywood Police crime scene in-
vestigators returned to the scene of a

Fischer said the teens were trying
to clean up the murky lake when they
removed a shopping cart, and then
discovered the skull, which was in-
side of aclay pot.

car. rubber on the tires of every vehicle had burned away, eight people have been treated and released. disturbing discovery Monday morn- Police are staying on the scene to
Hart's passenger, Rudolf| leaving only steel belts. Flynn said most people had head and chest injuries or  ing and are searching for other body  preserve the area for further investi-

Georgeon, 24, of North Miami State police estimated that wreckage was strewn for broken bones. Those treated at the trauma center had the parts. gation.

Beach, and Morgan’spassenger, Lori | nearly amile in both directions. most serious injuries. According to authorities, two teens

Bardol, 35, of Coral Springs, were FHP advises drivers using northbound 75 to exit at the All six lanes of theinterstate -- which runsvirtually the  found remains resembling a human H | d

transported by Pompano Beach Fire|  CR 318 exit which is near the 368 mile marker, then travel ~ entire length of Florida -- remained closed at midday as skull near Douglas Street and North ome Sales aown

Rescue to North Broward Medical | east until they get to US 441, and travel can resume investigators surveyed the site and firefighters sprayed 56th Avenue in Hollywood, Saturday in Decem ber

Center with critical injuries. Hart| northbound. For travelers using southbound Interstate 75, foam on the wreckage to put out the last of the fires. afternoon. The remains were taken to

was pronounced dead on the scene
by paramedics.
Morgan was charged with one

they will be required to exit at the Williston Road exit
which is the 382 mile marker. Travelers can then travel
west to US 27, to resume travel southbound.

It wasnot clear when the highway woul d reopen because
part of the road melted, Florida Highway Patrol Lt. Patrick
Riordan said. That meanstransportation inspectorshaveto

Pending home sales plunged again
in December, according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors®.

the Broward County Medical
Examiner's officer for tests, and offi-
cialshaveconfirmedthatitisahuman

count of DUl manslaughter, two
counts each of DUl with serious
bodily injury and DUI causing prop-
erty damage and one count of driv-
ing with a suspended license. Heis
being held in the BSO Main Jail in
Ft. Lauderdale. BSO Traffic Homi-
cide Unit detectives are asking that
anyonewho may havewitnessed the
crash to call BSO Traffic Homicide
Unit Det. Carlos DeJesus at 954-
321-4840 or Broward Crime Stop-
pers, anonymously, at 954-493-TIPS
(8477), or online at
www.browardcrimestoppers.org.

Suspect faces
more allegations

A man already behind bars ac-
cused of shooting acab driver could
now face murder chargesin a sepa-
rate case involving the shooting
death of a businessman.

Semie Robinson went before Bro-
ward Circuit Court Judge John
Hurley Thursday morning. " Sir, you
have been charged with first degree
premeditated murder," the judge
said.

Broward Sheriff's Office depu-
ties first arrested Robinson in De-
cember for the attempted murder of
acab driver. The 30-year-old isnow
accused of stabbing Russell Buddie
to death back in November. "He had
the biggest heart in the world. He'd
giveyou hislast dollar and the shirt
off his back," said Tom Buddie, the
victim's brother.

Family memberssaidthe53-year-
old arrived to work early, as he al-
ways did, to open the family's air
conditioning business. Buddie's fa-
ther said he found him in a pool of
blood. "He's my son, only son. He
runs RNT Air conditioning, and |
run Atlantic Supply, and we're right

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Steven R. Camps, 23, of Gainesville, said he and some
friends were driving home early Sunday morning in sepa-

rate vehicles.

His friend was ahead of them as they headed toward
Gainesville on Interstate 75 and called to warn them of
heavy fog and smoke. The friend told Camps he had just
seen an accident and warned them to be careful as they
approached the PaynesPrairieareajust south of Gainesville.

A short time later, Camps said traffic stopped along the

27, Riordan said.

first sign off ontheroad beforeit can open to traffic again.
At some point before the pileup, police briefly closed
the highway because of the fog and smoke, which came
from afirein the Paynes Prairie area south of Gainesville.
The road was reopened when visibility improved.
Riordan said he was not sure how much time passed
between the reopening of the highway and the first crash.
Trafficwashbeing diverted onto U.S. 301 and State Road

skull.

Fischer.

One of the teen's mother said she
believes the skull could be that of a
child because of its size. "They were
like, '"Mom, come in the backyard, we
have something to show you." He
brought thisskull home, and wecalled
the cops and that was it," said Brandy

The Pending Home SalesIndex,* a
forward-looking indicator based on
contract signings, dropped 3.5 per-
cent to 96.6 in December from 100.1
in November. The data reflects con-
tracts but not closings.

Pending home sales in the South
slipped 2.6 percent to an index of
101.1 in December.

by Oscar Johnson

astold to Bud Garner

A telephone call to Oscar Johnson of Pom-
pano Beach in August 1998 from a person with
astrong, barely understandable accent re-opened
an episode that had remained out of his mind
since Johnson’s bomber was shot down from
32,000 feet and captured by German soldiers
outside of Hamburg, Germany on December 31,
1944,

Oscar. K. Johnson was born and raised in
Pompano, the son of a pioneer family among the
original settlersin the area near the turn of the
century. Oscar was attending Pompano high
school whenWWI1 eruptedin1941. Upon reach-
ing the age of 17 years, Oscar joined the Army
Air Corp with hopes of becoming a pilot. Be-
cause the quota for cadet training was filled,
Oscar trained as an air crewman, attended gun-
nery school in Arizona and became a ball-turret
gunner on a B-17 four engine bomber.

After training, he was stationed in England.
Oscar says, “On our 24th mission, returning
from araid on Hamburg, we were attacked by
German F/W 190fighters.” After aninitial flurry
of fighter runs and after Oscar believed he had
destroyed two of them from the ball turret, he
saw afire had started in the wheel-well of the #2
engine which was visible only to him at this
time.

Hisreport on theintercom of thefireresulted
intheorder by the pilot to bail-out. He depressed
his twin 50 caliber guns which allowed him to
climbout of theturret and back into the plane, he
says he snapped on his chute and jumped out of
the rear exit door into that minus 20 degree air.

“All the crew made it safely out , except the
pilot and co-pilot. They were still in the plane
when it exploded. | thought they were dead,”
Oscar recalled. But later on they showed upina
POW camp alive and well, having both been

The Fog of War

Pompano

. .
= Piloneers
by Bud Garner

blown out of and clear of the plane.

Floating to the ground, Oscar was concerned
withthe Germanfightersthat circled around him
and the other crew membersasthey drifted down
in their parachutes. The German fighters left
only after the bomber’s escort of P-47s arrived
and drove them off. Reaching the ground, the
crew was quickly rounded-up by German sol-
diers and trucked off to a stockade.

After spending the remainder of thewar in a
POW camp, Stalag 15, Oscar was liberated by
the American Army at the end of hostilities. He,
aong with some of his crew members were
moved around, and eventually flown to camp
Lucky-Strike in La-Harve France, and there by
chance, he met up with a Pompano native and
good friend, Bill McClellan, also an air crew-
man on a bomber who was returning home after
being been shot down, wounded and held as a
POW.

Oscar said he was the first person he had met
that he knew since going overseas. Johnson and
McClellan returned to the States and on to the
separation center and finally they returned to
Pompano together.

Oscar returned to school and continued on
with his life. It was after receiving this phone

call more than 50 years later did these strange
events begin to unfold.

Thetelephone call wasfrom aBelgian citizen
and in his broken English inquired the man
inquired if this was the Oscar Johnson who had
been shot down and made a POW in Belgiumin
1944,

He told Oscar that his name was Jean Blum
and he had in his possession some personal
articles that belonged to Johnson dating back to
WWI1 and he would like to return them to him.

Oscar says that regulations prohibited flyers
to carry anything on missions but their dog-tags
and this was mandatory. Also, if aman failed to
return from a mission, his personal belongings
were gathered, inventoried and sent to his next
of kin.

Thefollowing isan exact reproduction of the
correspondence of this bizarre happening.

Jean Blum had in his possession, a wallet
belonging to Oscar. In this wallet were pictures
of hisMother, Callie Johnson, alocal girl Oscar
knew, LaVada Kinnett, friends Forrest Cope,
USAAF and Marion Fugate, USN, both flyers
and high school classmates.

Therewasalock of hair that LaVada had sent
him and that had been in hisbarracksin England
when heleft on hislast mission. Thelock of hair
was tucked in behind the picture.

All these articles were left behind when he
went on his last mission and somehow this Bel-
gian, Jean Blum had been in possession of them
since 1944 or 1945 and he felt he should return
them to their rightful owner.

Later, Oscar received aletter from Jean Blum
addressed to: City of Pompana Florida, USA.

Addressed like thisit came to the Post Office
in Pompano Beach. The letter delivered to City
Hall, and a letter was sent to the American
Legion Post #142. In turn, the Legion got in
touch with Oscar and this letter isin his posses-
sion along with aletter from the Department of
the Army in Belgium.

The Army sent a letter to Oscar with 20
questions and expressed adesire to write astory
for the local military newspaper, it being such a
unique story and one that must be preserved for
history, (Jean Blum had contacted them in 1995
and had apparently turned over the ‘portfolio’ to
them and they had sent them to Oscar hence,
their knowledge of these happenings.)

Theletter that Jean Blum sent to Oscar through
the City of Pompano follows:

Sir,

| accidentally enter into possession of a port-
folio having been the owner ship of an American
soldier of the World War 1940/1945. Saff Ser-
geant Oscar Kelly Johnson 14185089. Enlisted
in Air Corp on 19th August, 1943 Army Air
Force, Miami, 6 Florida. Citation for meritori-
ous achievement while participating in heavy
(sic) bombardment over continental Europe 350th
Bombardment Sguadron (H) 100th Group (H)
signed by command of Major General Partridge
F.E. Fitzpatrick, Capt. Air Corp Assist. Adjutant
General N,B. Harold Brigadier General USA
Chief of Saff

Ascivilian, thiscourageousboywas: Johnson,
Oscar, Kelly. Serial # 14 185 089 Address Pom-
pano Florida. Sudent, 17 years of agein 1943.
Green Eyes-brown hair-ruddy complection-66
inches in height.

Asl gointoall thedetails, | hopeyou areable
to dowhat isnecessary to know what hasbecome
of him for him or his family.

Jean Blum.
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